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Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: 



Applicant(s) claimed invention is directed to a method of providing an 
self-assembling monolayer on a surface, the method comprising the steps of 
a)providing on the surface both latent reactive groups and a monolayer formed of 
self-assembling monolayer molecules, and b) activating the latent reactive 
groups under conditions suitable to either covalently attach the self-assembled 
monolayer to the surface and /or to form a stable monolayer film on the surface 
by initiating polymerization of suitable groups provided by the self-assembling 
monolayer molecules themselves and /or by forming intermolecular bonds 
between the self-assembling monolayer molecules. 



The crux of the invention lies in the discovery that the above method has 
achieved an optimal combination of such properties as 1) complete and uniform 
surface coverage with an ultrathin film, 1) a hydrophilic surface having minimum 
nonspecific attraction for biomolecules and cells, 3) sufficient stability for use as 
the surface of an implantable medical surface, 4) broad applicability to various 
plastic and inorganic sensor and medical device materials, and 5) ease and 
reproducibility of the coating process while avoiding the problems commonly 
associated therewith. Such has neither been anticipated by nor made obvious 
from the prior art. Further, the art of record demonstrates other attempts to 
provide passivated, biomolecule-compatible synthetic surfaces produced in the 
art which do not, however, contain the advantages as mentioned and neither 
avoid the problems commonly associated therewith especially with regard to the 
claims as submitted. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably, accompany the Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly 
labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Lines 6-9 of page 1 of the specification has been deleted and replaced by the 

i 

following: 

-The present application is a continuation of US patent application filed June 4, 
2002 and assigned Serial No. 10/163,012 including the amendment to the 
Specification filed on August 19, 2002, which is a continuation of US patent 
application filed July 17, 2001 and assigned Serial No. 09/907,303 now US 
Patent 6444318, the entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein by 
reference.- 
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Correspondence 

Please note that the cited U.S. patents and patent application 
publications are available for download via the Office's PAIR As an 

S a h ! e S °Z e '£JiS- Patents and P atent ^Plication publications are 
available on the USPTO web site ( www.u8Pto.aov l. from the Office of Public 
Records and from commercial sources. Applicants may be referred to the 
o!^6™2i?i 8 1 'S? 88 CentCr (EBC) 31 http://www us ^ nov/ebc/ind ey htm. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Examiner Terressa Boykin whose telephone 
number is 571 272-1069. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Friday from 6:30am to 3:00pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. The general information number for 
listings of personnel is ( 571-272-1700). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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